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Course Title Literature and Sociology

Course Content Type
(Th./Pr.)

Course Credit 4
Sessions+ Lab. Per Week
Total Teaching/Lab. Hours 60 Hours
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Theory

1. To chronologically understand the foundational concepts of major sociological theories and how they
relate to literary analysis

2. To identify the sociological underpinnings of character behaviour, narrative structure, and thematic
development in selected texts

3. To apply psychoanalytic and sociological theories to interpret drama, fiction, and poetry

4. To examine how literature represents the influence of social structures, cultural norms, institutions, and
collective identities on individual behaviour, identity formation, and interpersonal conflict

5. To critically engage with the intersections of society and literature in order to understand how texts
reflect, construct, and critique social experiences, ideologies, class relations, and collective human
behavior
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On the Completion of this course, students will able to:

1. Define and key sociological concepts such as socialization, cultural norms, class structure, gender roles,
institutional power, and identity formation within a societal context

2. Compose critical essays that integrate sociological theory with close reading of literary texts to explore
how literature reflects or critiques social realities

3. Present oral or written arguments using sociological terminology to support interpretations of how‘
literature engages with issues such as inequality, race, class, gender, power, and collective identity

4. Conduct research on the relationship between literature and social institutions, such as family, education,
religion, and media, and how literary texts represent or challenge societal structures, norms, and
transformations

5. Reflect on the role of literature in portraying social realities and collective human experiences, and in
promoting critical awareness and empathy toward social injustice, marginalization, and cultural diversity

Detailed Contents

TEACHING
UNIT TOPIC/SUB-TOPIC ~ HOURS

Sociological Perspectives and Literary Analysis
A. Aijaz Ahmad: In Theory: Classes, Nations, Literature (1997)

1  (Chapter 1 and 6) id

B. Avtar Brah: Cartographies of Diaspora: Contesting Identities .
(2003) (Chapter 1 and 2)

C. Rosi Braidotti: 7he Posthuman (2013) (Chapter 1 and 4)

Drama:

2 A. Manjula Padmanabham: Lights Out! IS

B. John Galsworthy: Justice

Novel:

Indira Goswami: The Moth Eaten Howdah of the Tusker
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Poems:

A. Meena Alexander: Blue Lotus

B. Agha Shahid Ali: Postcard from Kashmir
C. Vikram Sheth: Homeless

D. Langston Hughes: / foo sing, America s
E. Rudyar Kipling: The White Man’s Burden
F. Maya Angelou: Still I Rise

G

. Pablo Neruda: United Fruit Co
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L:: Lecture, T:: Tutorial , P::Practical

CCE::Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation

(CCE Theory includes Mid Semester Examination, Assignment, MCQ quizzes, Seminar,
Reflective notes, class participation, case analysis and presentation, slip tests (announced/
surprised), attendance etc. or any combination of these)

PWE::Practical Work Examination
(PWE includes Laboratory practical work, project work, viva simulation exercise work etc.)

SEE::Semester End Evaluation




